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The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Detroit District civil works program encompasses 82,000 square miles of land inhabited by about 14 million 
people in Michigan, Indiana, Wisconsin, Minnesota, and Ohio.  The Corps operates and/or maintains 94 harbors.  Its mission includes real estate 
transactions, flood control, regulatory activities, disaster response, and mobilization readiness.   
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DEQ and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Update Status of 
Saginaw River Navigational Dredging Project 
 
DETROIT -- The Michigan Department of Environmental Quality and United States Army Corps of 
Engineers, Detroit District, today announced an update in their discussions regarding the proposed 
navigational dredging of the Upper Saginaw River and disposal of the dredged material in a facility 
located in Saginaw County.   
 DEQ Director Steven E. Chester and Lt. Colonel William J. Leady, Commander of the Army 
Corps’ Detroit District, have agreed that the dredging of the Saginaw River is critically important to the 
economic future of the region as well as having a secondary benefit of removing contaminated sediments 
from the river.   
 The Corps has done analyses that show the disposal facility in Saginaw County will keep the 
sediment material completely contained.  While the DEQ has previously expressed concerns about 
potential releases from the facility, the Corps has assured the state they are obligated to address any such 
releases in the event they do occur.  Additionally, to further ensure the environmental integrity of the 
disposal facility, the Corps has agreed to work with the DEQ to finalize an Operational Management plan 
for the disposal facility that will include enhanced monitoring with additional wells around the site.   
 “The Corps of Engineers has made a firm commitment to operate and maintain the disposal 
facility in an environmentally safe manner,” said Director Chester.  “The enhanced monitoring will ensure 
the facility remains safe and any emergent concerns are quickly addressed.” 
 “I’d like to thank the DEQ for their willingness to work with us and their commitment to 
protecting Michigan’s environment,” said Lt. Colonel Leady.  “I am confident that the dredging will be 
done, and that it will be done safely.” 
 The Corps and DEQ will participate in a public meeting together to discuss the project and 
answer questions in the near future.  Details of that meeting will be announced in the coming weeks. 
 As a result of the agreement, the Corps can move forward with their schedule to place dredged 
materials from the Upper Saginaw River in the placement site.  The Corps plans to dredge approximately 
90,000 cubic yards of material from the Upper Saginaw navigational channel this summer. 
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